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now in this country, and present at this meeting by 
special invitation, in relation to his purpose of raising 
a memorial church-edifice, in Southwark, from the joint 
contributions of the friends of religious freedom in 
England and America. 

On motion of Mr. Bobbins, the communication of 
Mr. Waddington was referred to a Special Committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Lothrop, Blagden, and Quint. 



MAY MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, May 12, at noon; the President, Hon. Robert 
C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the State of 
Connecticut; the State of Rhode Island; the Royal Society 
of Antiquaries; the Smithsonian Institution; Tennessee 
State Library; the Chicago Historical Society; the New- 
York Agricultural Society; the Trustees of the Peabody 
Institute; Union College, Schenectady; General De Pey- 
ster ; Winthrop Sargent, Esq. ; Richard Warren, Esq. ; 
Rev. Caleb D. Bradlee ; L. A. Huguet Latour, Esq. ; 
James Lenox, Esq.; Henry B. Dawson, Esq.; and from 
Messrs. Deane, Lamson, Quint, Robbins, Sibley, Wash- 
burn, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The Cabinet-keeper announced several donations to 
the cabinet, amongst which is a bust of Voltaire in 
plaster. 
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The Corresponding Secretary communicated letters 
from Henry D. Gilpin, Esq. ; William Durrant Cooper, 
F.S.A. ; and General William H. Sumner. 

The President communicated a letter from George 
H. Moore, Esq., Librarian of the New- York Historical 
Society, with a copy of the earliest "Plan of New York" 
known to be extant, and which bears a date more than 
thirty years earlier than any hitherto discovered. 

Hon. Robert Hallowell Gardiner was elected an 
Honorary Member, Rev. Lord Arthur Hervey and 
Horatio Gates Somerby, Esq., Corresponding Mem- 
bers, and Hon. Joel Parker and Williams Latham, 
Esq., Resident Members, of the Society. 

The President nominated Messrs. Livermore, Robbins, 
and Deane a Committee on the subject of exchanges of 
the Society's publications, with full powers ; and they 
were so elected. 

Mr. Livermore announced the donation to the Society, 
from Amos A. Lawrence, Esq., of a large and very valu- 
able collection of manuscripts, rare historical pamphlets, 
and ancient newspapers ; being the collection of Major- 
General William Heath, and covering the entire period 
of the Revolutionary War. The manuscripts are chro- 
nologically arranged, and bound in twenty-six volumes, 
besides two volumes of orderly-books. They contain 
letters from John Adams, Samuel Adams, Benedict Ar- 
nold, Governor Bowdoin, General Burgoyne, Governor 
Clinton, General Clinton, Baron De Kalb, Judge Dana, 
Elbridge Gerry, General Gates, General Greene, John 
Hancock, Alexander Hamilton, Kosciusko, General 
Knox, General Lincoln, General Lee, Lafayette, Timothy 
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Pickering, Colonel Prescott, General Putnam, Paul Re- 
vere, General Schuyler, Lord Stirling, Baron Steuben, 
Charles Thompson, Colonel Trumbull, General Wayne, 
and from other distinguished persons in civil or military 
service at that period, including several hundred letters 
of Washington. 

The pamphlets are bound in six volumes, and the 
newspapers in eleven volumes, printed between the 
years 1764 and 1818. 

The donation was accompanied by the following 
letter : — 

Se wall's Point, May 9, 1859. 

My dear Sir, — The first knowledge I obtained of the 
Heath Papers was from Mr. Sparks, who had inspected them 
in writing his " Life of Washington." This was in 1837. 
After considerable delay, and hesitation on the part of the 
heirs of General Heath, I obtained them during the next year, 
upon condition that " they should never be separated." 

In so large a collection of letters and papers, only a small 
proportion can be supposed to possess any historical value; 
but, taken together, they will be found to convey a more ac- 
curate knowledge of the manner in which the operations of 
the Revolutionary War were carried on, and of the means em- 
ployed, than can be derived from the perusal of more formal 
documents. 

When first purchased, the papers were in chests, without 
order. After arranging them chronologically, I had them 
bound, and added an index of the letters to each volume. 

It affords me pleasure to present them, through you, to the 

Massachusetts Historical Society, imposing only the condition 

made by those from whom they were received. With great 

regard, your obedient servant, 

Amos A. Lawrence. 

Geokge Livermoee, Esq., Cambridge. 
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Memorandum of Books. 

1. Two volumes of orderly-books, containing a record of orders 

given, and of transactions in camp, between 1776 and 1783. 

2. Twenty-six volumes of letters, — official and other papers. 

3. Six volumes of pamphlets. 

2. Eleven volumes of newspapers printed between 1764 and 1818. 
Forty -five volumes in all. Also a copy of the indices. 

Mr. Sparks congratulated the Society on their coming 
into possession, through the considerate liberality of 
Mr. Lawrence, of this important collection. He stated 
that he had personally examined the papers some years 
ago, before they had been arranged in their present ex- 
cellent order. The manuscripts covered the entire 
period of the Eevolutionary War, during the whole of 
which General Heath was in the service of his country ; 
and they were, many of them, of great value to the 
student of American history. He proceeded to give a 
sketch of the military career of the General, from its 
commencement in the time of the Stamp Act to its close; 
and paid a discriminating tribute to his merits as a 
soldier and a man. 

"With a view of showing the opinion which General 
Washington entertained of the services of General 
Heath, and the sentiments with which he regarded 
him, Mr. Sparks read the following letter : — 

Head Quarters, June 24, 1783. 
[Private.] 
Dear Sir, — Previous to your departure from the army, I 
wish to take an opportunity of expressing my sentiments of 
your services, my obligations for your assistance, and my 
wishes for your future felicity. 

37 
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Our object is at last attained, the arrangements are almost 
completed, and the day of separation is now at hand. Per- 
mit me, therefore, to thank you for the trouble you have 
lately taken in the arrangement of the corps under your 
orders, as well as for all your former cheerful and able exer- 
tions in the public service. 

Suffer me to offer this last testimony of my regard to your 
merits ; and give me leave, my dear sir, to assure you of the 
real affection and esteem with which I am, and shall at all 
times and under all circumstances continue to be, 

Your sincere friend and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 
Major-General Heath. 

In closing his remarks, Mr. Sparks offered the follow- 
ing resolution ; viz. : — 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be communicated 
to Amos A. Lawrence, Esq., for this most acceptable and valua- 
ble donation of the papers of the late Major-General Heath ; 
and that the President be requested to assure him, that the 
Society appreciate this gratifying manifestation of his inte- 
rest in the important objects for which it was established. 

Mr. B. Frothingham, jun., on seconding the resolu- 
tion, referred particularly to the special value of this 
collection in supplying materials, in detail, for the con- 
struction of accurate narrative. At the request of the 
Standing Committee, he had partially examined this col- 
lection. Much of it was in itself of great historical 
value ; but here, in names, dates, and varied minutiae, 
were the most authentic material for life-like narratives 
of Revolutionary scenes. 

It would be impossible to do any thing like justice to 
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this invaluable collection by a brief description : but it 
might be appropriate to the occasion of their reception to 
designate a few of the papers ; and, for this purpose, Mr. 
Frothingham selected the first volume of the manu- 
scripts. 

The first document in the collection is of a peculiar 
character, as it relates to the celebrated Suffolk Conven- 
tion of 1774: — 

Roxbuky, Aug. 18, 1774. 
Gentlemen, — A meeting of gentlemen from every town 
and district in the county of Suffolk, except Weymouth, Cohas- 
set, Needham, and Chelsea, was held at Colonel Doty's, in 
Stoughton, on Tuesday, the 16th current, to consult what 
measures were proper to be taken by the people of the county 
at this most important and alarming crisis of our public affairs. 
But, as several towns had not appointed delegates for the 
special purposes of a county meeting, they did not think pro- 
per to proceed to complete the business proposed; but, in 
order that the proceedings of such a meeting might be more 
valid and authentic, they came unanimously into the following 
resolve, and appointed a Committee to transmit the same to 
every town and district in the county ; viz. : — 

" Whereas it appears to us that the Parliament of Great Britain, in 
violation of the faith of the nation, have, in direct infraction of the 
Charter of this Province, contrary to Magna Charta, the Bill of Rights, 
and the natural constitutional claim of British subjects, by an Act called 
the Boston Port Bill, a Bill for amending the Charter of the Province, 
and another for the Impartial Administration of Justice, with all the 
parade and ostentation of law and justice, attempted to reduce this 
Colony to an unparalleled state of slavery ; and whereas the several 
Colonies on this continent, being justly and properly alarmed with this 
lawless and tyrannical exertion of power, have entered into combina- 
tions for our relief, and published sundry resolutions, which we are 
determined to abide by in support of common interest: — 



292 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [MAY, 

" We earnestly recommend to our brethren of the several towns and 
districts in this county to appoint members to attend a county conven- 
tion for Suffolk, at the house of Mr. Woodward, innholder, in Dedham, 
on Tuesday, the sixth day of September next, at ten o'clock, before 
noon, to deliberate and determine upon all such matters as the dis- 
tressed circumstance of this Province may require. We therefore 
transmit the same to you, to be laid before your town, to act thereon 
as you may think proper ; and we beg leave to add our request, that 
the gentlemen who may be chosen by your town would be very punc- 
tual to the hour proposed for the convention, as it [is] very probable 
the business will take up the rest of that day. 

" We are your humble servant, by order of Committee, 

"Nath. Patten. 

" To the Gentlemen Selectmen for the town of Eoxbury." 

An abstract only of the following interesting paper 
appears in Heath's "Memoirs," where it is stated that this 
report was made on the 20th of March, 1775. There is 
no record of the presentation of this paper in the jour- 
nals of the Provincial Congress, which adjourned on the 
sixteenth day of February and re-assembled on the twenty- 
second day of March : * — 

The Committee appointed to make a minute inquiry into 
the present state of the operations of the (British) army have 
attended that service, and report the following state of facts ; 
viz. : — 

The army at present consists of about 2850 men, encamped 
as follows : — 

On Boston Common, about 1700 

On Fort Hill 400 

On Boston Neck 340 

In the barracks at Castle William 330 

Quartered in King Street 80 

2850 
* Journals of Provincial Congress, p. 109. 
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That two mud breastworks have been erected by them on 
Boston Neck, at the distance of about ninety or one hundred 
rods in front of the old fortification; the works well con- 
structed and well executed. The thickness of the merlons, 
or parapet, about nine feet ; the height, about eight feet. The 
width of the ditch at the top, about twelve feet; at the bottom, 
five feet ; the depth, ten feet. These works are nearly com- 
pleted, and at present mounted with ten brass and two iron 
cannon. A barrack is erecting behind the breastwork, on the 
north side of the Neck. 

The old fortification at the entrance of the town of Boston 
is repairing, and greatly strengthened by the addition of tim- 
ber and earth to the walls, of the thickness of about twelve 
feet. These works are in considerable forwardness ; and, at 
present, ten pieces of iron cannon are mounted on the old 
platforms. A blockhouse, brought from Governor's Island, is 
erecting on the south side of the Neck, at the distance of about 
forty or fifty rods from the old fortification. This work is but 
just begun. 

That, on the 18th instant, colors were planted, and after- 
wards stakes put down, near the salt-pond (so called), on Boston 
Neck, in a parallel line from the dike on the south side to the 
dike on the north side of the Neck ; but that, on the night 
following, the stakes were taken away by some person or 
persons unknown. This, as a major of one of the regiments 
declared, was for no other purpose than to make some observa- 
tions and to ascertain some distances. 

That on the morning of yesterday, being the 19th instant, 
it was reported that a standard was erected on a hill on Dor- 
chester side, opposite to the old fortification, which alarmed 
the inhabitants of the town of Boston ; upon which, several 
gentlemen went over, and found the mast of a small boat 
erected, with an old two-bushel bag thereon, which they 
instantly cut down. On which, an officer came from the 
schooner stationed in the bay, and demanded the reason for 
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striking said flag-staff. He was informed by the gentlemen, 
that as they knew not who erected it, and as it gave uneasi- 
ness to the town, they had done it. To which the officer 
replied, that he was extremely sorry ; that it was erected for 
them to take some particular marks at high water ; and hoisted 
it again, saying he would see that it was struck in about two 
hours ; which was done accordingly. 

The distance from the old fortification across the bay to 
Dorchester side is about three-quarters of a mile ; from the 
water's edge to the place where the staff was erected, about 
two hundred yards. 

Makch 20, 1775. 

The following memorandum relative to the day of 
Lexington and Concord contains matter not in the rela- 
tion of the same general facts in the " Memoirs of 
Heath," p. 14: — 

In this battle, I was several times greatly exposed ; in 
particular, at the high grounds at the upper end of Menotomy, 
and also on the plain below the meeting-house : on the latter, 
Dr. Joseph Warren, — afterwards Major-General Warren, — 
who kept constantly near me, and then but a few feet distant, 
a musket-ball from the enemy came so near his head as to 
strike the pin out of the hair of his ear-lock. On this plain, 
Dr. Eliphalet Downer, in single combat with a British 
soldier, killed him on the spot by thrusting him nearly through 
the body with his bayonet. 

The following portion of a journal, which was kept 
during the siege of Boston, contains particulars not con- 
tained in the printed memoirs : — 

Journal of Some Occurrences in the Camp at Boxbury. 

1775, June 24. — Several works completing fast on Koxbury side ; 
viz., one on the eminence above the Workhouse, one by the Tide Mill, 
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and a traverse in Roxbury Street. At noon, while at dinner, a heavy 
fire from the cannon and mortars at the lines on Boston Neck ; but no 
damage done. A number of cannon-shot and several carcasses brought 
in. Two soldiers, attempting to set fire to Mr. Brown's barn, were 
killed by the British. A cannon, discharged seven times by Major 
Crane, drove the regulars from Brown's house precipitately. In the 
evening, two heavy cannon brought to the works on the "Workhouse Hill. 

25. — General officers went to reconnoitre the ground in Brookline, 
near Charles River ; ordered another traverse to be thrown up near the 
burying-ground in Roxbury Street. This night, some soldiers of our 
army went down, and fired on the guard in Brown's house ; which was 
returned. [The inten]tion was to burn the house ; which could not 
be effected. 

26. — This morning, about daybreak, a party of regulars advanced 
on our sentries, who gave them a fire ; which they returned. Part of 
the picket turned out. The regulars retreated. None killed or wou nded. 
Towards evening, several cannon-shot were exchanged ; but no damage 
done. 

27. — A redoubt opened by Colonel Greaton at Dorchester Neck, 
on this side the causeway. About noon, three cannon were fired from 
the lines at the workmen ; but the shot fell short. 

28. — Nothing extraordinary happened. Works go on briskly. 
An American soldier drummed through the camp for defaming the 
General. 

1775, July 20. — Being Fast Day, the same was most strictly ob- 
served by the army. No fatigue, and all still in camp. 

21. — Major Vose, having returned from his expedition to Nantasket, 
reports that they took off about a thousand bushels of barley on Wednes- 
day and yesterday, besides all the hay. They also burnt the light- 
house, took away eight lamps, three casks of oil, about half a barrel of 
gunpowder. Three boats they brought away, and one they burnt. 
They also burnt a barn on the Brewster, and set fire to the standing 
grass, which burnt all over the island. Four fishermen were also 
taken. The enemy's armed schooner and cutter, with a number of 
boats, engaged our men for some time. However, through kind Pro- 
vidence], but two of our men were slightly wounded, and none killed. 
Nothing further very material this day. Two brigs sailed out of the 
harbor just at evening, &c. 

22. — Nothing extraordinary, save the general order for forming the 
army into brigades ; in which I am ordered to Cambridge. In the after- 
noon, went to Cambridge to wait upon General Washington. 
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23. — Lord's Day. Nothing extraordinary. All still and quiet. 

24. — Went to Cambridge in order to get quarters. This day, ten 
or eleven sail of ships sailed out of Boston Harbor, several of which 
were men-of-war. 

25. — Mr. John Williams and an officer being on the marsh, two 
cannon were fired at them from the lines. This day, General Ward 
came to Roxbury to command the seven companies. 

26. — My regiment marched for Cambridge. A deserter came into 
Cambridge camp last night. 

27. — A deserter came into Roxbury camp this morning. 

28. — Very rainy, and but little work done in Cambridge camp. 

29. — The enemy forming a bomb-battery yesterday and to-day at 
Bunker's Hill ; and, this evening, is reported that they have advanced 
beyond their line, are cutting down trees, fences, &c. 

The following extracts from the papers of this period 
supply illustrations of the character of much of the mat- 
ter in the collection, and also interesting facts relative to 
the siege of Boston : — 

Major Tupper wants Lieutenant Shaw, that formerly lived 
on Governor's Island, for a pilot on a certain expedition. The 
major thinks he is of Captain Gould's company, in General 
Heath's regiment. We shall embark at Squantum, six o'clock 
this evening. 

Pray keep it secret. B. Tupper. 

Sept. 26. 

Oct. 19, 1775. 
A Return of the Picket-guard last Night at Lechmere's Point. 

Officers : Captain Williams, Lieutenant Foster, of General 
Heath's regiment; two sergeants, two corporals, forty rank 
and file. Nothing remarkable happened. 

Cambridge, Saturday afternoon, 
Oct. 21, 1775. 
Sir, — I am this moment informed by the Rev. Mr. 
Foster, chaplain to Colonel Scammon's regiment, that one 
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Mr. Page, an Episcopalian minister, is taking plans of all our 
works ; that he was yesterday viewing the works at Roxbury, 
in order to correct his plans ; that he acquainted the Rev. 
Mr. Belknap, who is now in Cambridge, that he was going for 
England, and by those plans would strive to convince my 
Lord Dartmouth that we were too strong to be taken. Whether 
this was before known to your excellency or not, I cannot tell: 
but I thought it my duty to acquaint your excellency with it; 
and am, with the greatest respect, 

Your excellency's most obedient 

And very humble servant, 

W. Heath. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

Oct. 23. 

In the evening, between six and seven o'clock, received a 
picket-guard of forty men, Lieutenant Sumner, Sergeants 
Jackson and Whitting, and Corporal Pratt. Marched on 
Lechmere's Point. There set thirteen sentries, and had two 
relieves. Nothing extraordinary happened. Came off at gun- 
firing in the morning. 

Joseph Guild, Captain. 

A Return of the Lechmere-Point Guard, 25th October, 1775. 

Captain, one ; lieutenant, one ; sergeants, two ; corporals, 
two ; privates, forty. Out of the above forty privates were 
thirteen sentries ; and, about eleven o'clock, I discovered a 
firing of small arms on Charlestown Neck (which caused the 
enemy to beat to arms), which continued about fifteen minutes, 
and then ceased. Also, about two o'clock this morning, I 
discovered a firing, which appeared to me to be on Chelsea 
side. 

William Wyman, Captain. 

To the Officer of the Day 

for the 26th of October, 1775. 

38 
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General Heath's compliments to General Putnam, and ac- 
quaints him that the works at No. 2 are in a dangerous condi- 
tion ; and submits it to his superior wisdom, whether it be best 
to complete the new works, or repair those which are not 
tenable. 

Friday Morning, Oct. 27. 

Cambridge Camp, Oct. 29, 1775. 
I, Charles Cushing, captain in the 36th regiment of foot, 
commanded by John Greaton, colonel, took command of a 
picket-guard on the 28th instant, at night, — consisting of one 
captain, one subaltern, one sergeant, two corporals, and forty 
privates and one drum and fife, — to go to Lechmere's Point, 
and made no discovery for that night : and nothing extraor- 
dinary happened, except one man's accidentally falling into a 
deep well, and wounded his head ; it being very dark, and 

stormy weather. 

Chas. Ccshing, Captain. 
To the Hon. Brigadier-General Heath. 

A Report of the Guards in General Heath's Brigade ; viz. : — 

At No. 1 : one lieutenant, one sergeant, twenty-five rank 
and file. Sentries by day, six ; and six by night. 

At No. 2 : one lieutenant, one sergeant, thirty-six rank and 
file. Sentries by day, ten ; and ten by night. One prisoner 
— Ephraim Potter, of the train, confined by Captain Gridley 
for disobedience of orders — four nights confined. 

A Report of Colonel Phiney's Guard; viz.: — 
No prisoners. No other sort of return being made to me. 

A Report of Captain Hill's Guard ; viz. : — 

One sergeant, twelve privates. Sentries by day, three ; 
and by night, three. Nothing extraordinary since guard- 
mounting, only very rainy. The last night dark. 

James Scamman, 
Cambridge, at No. 1, Oct. 29, 1775. Officer of the Day. 
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Camp at Roxbury, Nov. 20, 1775. 

Sm, — In consequence of General Gates's letter yesterday, 
I have taken care to order a strict watch of the harbor, and 
all vessels that may arrive, whether they appear to be trans- 
ports or provision vessels. 

I have sent to Colonel Ward at Dorchester, who is in 
great need of a glass, and renews his request that the glass 
which was carried away by Colonel Greaton's regiment might 
be returned, as it will be of more service there than anywhere 
else. It belongs to an infamous Tory in Boston, who fled to 
said place for protection. Captain Vane, who, I am informed, 
has got the glass (although unwilling to own it), gave his 
receipt for it (as is reported), and pretends to claim it there- 
from. Colonel Ward says he will give his receipt for it : and, 
as it is circumstanced, I think your excellency has a right to 
order it to the place where it will be most serviceable ; and 
submit it to your excellency to judge which place it ought to 
be at. 

I am your excellency's most humble servant, 

Artemas Ward. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

Visited the guards on yesterday. Found them in good 
order. Ordered grand rounds to begin their round at eleven, 
visiting rounds at half-past three. Patrols as usual. The 
grand rounds report to have found the guards vigilant, and 
sentinels very alert. Field-officer at Lechmere's Point reports 
that the enemy were very busy yesterday loading of boats at 
Charlestown Ferry, and carrying the contents thereof on 
board several vessels which lay near by. Half-past four 
o'clock in the afternoon, part of seven or eight ammunition- 
wagons, many of which broke and cut, drove on shore at 
Lechmere's Point ; likewise the bodies of several carts, empty 
barrels, many pieces of boards, timber, <fec. The wagons 
committed to the charge of the relieving officer. At half-past 
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seven o'clock in the evening, the enemy began a smart can- 
nonade at our works at Dorchester, which continued until six 
o'clock this morning, and were frequently answered from our 

lines. 

W. Heath, 

Brigadier- General of the Day. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 

Camp at Cambridge, Dec. 28, 1775. 
Sir, — A resolution having been taken to surprise a part of 
the enemy's camp this night, soon after the setting of the 
moon ; and as numbers of officers and others, from mere curio- 
sity, may be led to Cobble Hill in order to be spectators, — 
by means of which, from a more than common challenging 
by the sentinels as they approach the hill, the enemy may be 
apprised of something uncommon, and of course the attempt 
be defeated, — if you have not therefore received any special 
orders from any of my superior officers in this division — to 
wit, either from his Excellency General Washington or Gene- 
ral Putnam — to the contrary, you will immediately send two 
sentinels up to the road at the head of the path leading to 
Cobble Hill, there to challenge and stop any and all persons 
going on to the hill, until the party has marched and the 
attack begun, except general officers or aide-de-camp charged 
with orders; and, when the party for attack shall advance, 
they are to pass, and all your sentinels as secretly as possible 
to be called in, and so to remain until the party returns. 
I am, sir, yours, &c, 

W. Heath, Brigadier -General. 
To the Officer commanding at Cobble Hill. 

Camp at Cambridge, Feb. 10, 1776. 

Orders to be observed by the Commanding Officer and Guard at Lech- 
mere's Point. 

Sentinels by day, three ; by night, eleven. The sentinels, 
except at the guard-house, to be two on each post during the 
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night ; to be very alert ; and upon the discovery or approach 
of the enemy, or on hearing the marching of men, rowing of 
boats, or any other uncommon noise, one of them at the post 
where the discovery is made is immediately to give notice to 
the commanding officer of the guard, whilst the other remains 
on his post carefully to listen to the noise or watch the mo- 
tions of the enemy. 

Upon notice being given to the commanding officer (unless 
it be such as to warrant an immediate alarm), he will send an 
intelligent sergeant with a party to reconnoitre the enemy, 
or to be satisfied with respect to the noise which was heard. 
The guard will immediately turn out, and man the works at 
the guard-house. If, upon return of the sergeant, the ground 
for alarm is confirmed, the commanding officer will with all 
speed send the intelligence he has received to the brigadier- 
general. Should the enemy advance near the sentinels' post, 
they will fire their pieces, take care not to be surrounded by 
the enemy, and join their guard. The commanding officer 
will order an alarm to be fired. Make an obstinate resistance 
if the enemy advances, and may expect succor immediately. 
These orders to be observed until countermanded. 

W. Heath, Brigadier-General. 

"Went the grand rounds between the hours of half after 
eleven o'clock, and half after two o'clock in the morning, and 
found the several guards all very alert. About eleven o'clock, 
a bombardment and cannonading began on our side, which 
was soon answered by the enemy, two for one. The shells 
thrown from Lechmere's Point, according to the best of my 
judgment, fell near Paneuil Hall, in the besieged town of Bos- 
ton. The cannon and mortars at the same time played at 
Roxbury ; but, from appearance, never reached the town of 
Boston. Just at daybreak, at the point at New Boston, a 
shell from a thirteen-inch mortar fell within the citadel on 
Prospect Hill, upon a platform on which stood one of our 



302 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [MAY, 

twelve-pounders ; went through it, and burst, without injuring 
the cannon or a single person within the citadel, notwithstand- 
the same was full of our people then there at their alarm 

post. 

Dan. Hitchcock, 

Field-officer of the Day. 
To Brigadier-General Heath. 

Visited the guards yesterday afternoon. Pound them in 
good order, but some of them deficient in their number, occa- 
sioned by the extraordinary draughts from some of the brigade. 
I gave orders for the grand rounds at eleven, visiting rounds 
at three, patrols between each relief. The guards in the out- 
post were re-enforced in the evening. Officers of the day 
report, that, in the night, they found the guards vigilant and 
sentinels alert. Six sentinels from the enemy on Bunker's 
Hill were posted last night at Charlestown Neck, at the place 
where their advance guard was posted the last fall. Embra- 
sures were also opening yesterday in the parapet on Bunker's 
Hill next to Mystic River. Several of the enemy were seen 
yesterday afternoon on Noddle's Island, who appeared to be 
admeasuring or laying out a work. 

W. Heath, Brigadier-General. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 

Report of the Several Chiards in Major -General Lee's Division. 

COBBLE-HILL GUARD. 

Visited the sentries, according to orders, between every 
relief, and found them alert at their posts. Received the 
general of the day between twelve and one o'clock at noon ; 
and the grand rounds, one at night. N.B. — Observed the 
enemy move one or two pieces of artillery from Bunker's Hill 
to the Ferry ; also one ammunition-wagon. During the 
night, there appeared to be great motion of carriages in 

Boston. 

James Collins, Major, 

Field-officer for Gobble Hill. 
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MAIN GUARD, PROSPECT HILL. 

Went the rounds as usual, and found all well. Received 

the grand rounds between the hours of twelve and one 

o'clock. 

Benja. Farnum, 

Captain Main Guard. 

MAGAZINE GUARD. 

No powder delivered out, nor any received into the maga- 
zine. 

Thomas Prichard, Ensign, 

Officer of the Guard. 

PLOUGHED-HILL PICKET-GUARD. 

Additional picket at night : captain, one ; subaltern, one ; 
sergeant, one ; corporal, one ; privates, forty-eight. Nothing 
extraordinary happened. Visited by the grand rounds. 

Thomas Nixon, 

Officer of the Picket. 

MAIN GUARD, WINTER HILL. 

Visited the sentinels by day. Went the visiting rounds at 
four o'clock. Sent the patrols every hour to visit the senti- 
nels ; found them alert on their posts. Nothing remarkable 

happened during my tour of duty. 

pr. Jno. Drew, 

Captain Main Guard. 

WHITE-HOUSE GUARD. 

Patrols went as usual, and found all alert. Received the 

grand rounds about twelve. The enemy worked all night. 

At four o'clock, the bells rang in Boston, and a number of 

muskets fired. 

Danl. Egery, Captain. 

Went the grand rounds between eleven and one o'clock at 

night, and found most of the guard very alert. Observed 

nothing extraordinary. 

Dan. Hitchcock, 

Field-officer of the Day. 
To Brigadier-General Heath. 
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Visited the guards on yesterday before noon ; found them 
in good order. Ordered grand rounds at eleven ; visiting 
rounds at half-past three, and patrols between each relief. 
Grand rounds report that they found the guards vigilant and 
sentinels alert. Captain of the White-house Guard reports 
that the enemy worked all night ; that, at four o'clock this 
morning, the bells rang in Boston, and a number of muskets 
were fired. Field-officer at Cobble Hill reports that the ene- 
my moved one or two pieces of artillery from Bunker's Hill 
to the Perry, also one ammunition-wagon ; and that, during 
the night, there was great motion of carriages in Boston. 
Officer of the day in the centre division reports, that, when 
going his grand rounds, he heard great noise of carriages in 
Boston, and frequent firing of small-arms, &c. 

General orders: That no soldier leave the guard with- 
out the liberty of his commanding officer. All sentries are to 
be very silent on their post. The sentries at the wood-yard 
are not to have the countersign, and but one to be absent at 
a time from the guard. The officers to attend the guard 

continually. 

James Stedman, 
Captain of the Main Guard. 
To the Officer of the Day, March 12, 1776. 

The enemy very busy loading of boats at Charlestown 
Ferry, and carrying the contents thereof on board several 
vessels which lay near by. Half-past four o'clock in the after- 
noon, part of seven or eight ammunition-wagons, many of 
which broke and cut, drove on shore at Lechmere's Point ; 
likewise the bodies of several carts, empty barrels, many 
pieces of boards and timber, <fec. The ammunition-wagons 
and carts being the most valuable, have committed to the 
charge of the officer which relieved me. At half-past seven 
o'clock in the evening, the enemy began a smart cannonading 
at our lines at Dorchester, which continued till six o'clock the 
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next morning, and were frequently answered from our lines 

at Dorchester. 

No grand rounds. 

Hy. Sherburne, Major 15th Regiment, 

Commanding Officer at Lechmere's Paint. 

To Colonel Greaton, Officer of the Day. 

As an illustration of the interesting character of much 
of the correspondence, Mr. Frothingham named the 
letters that passed between the parties on the occasion 
of the collision between Generals Heath and Lee in 1776. 
The following is the letter referred to in Heath's " Me- 
moirs," p. 92, which on this occasion General Heath 
wrote to the commander-in-chief: — 

Peekskxll, Nov. 24, 1776. 

Dear General, — I some days since presented to your 
excellency the disposition of the troops at this post. I have 
not as yet received your excellency's express approval or dis- 
approbation. I am endeavoring to complete the business your 
excellency assigned to me, as fast as possible. 

On the 21st instant, I received a letter from General Lee ; 
a copy of which is enclosed. I returned him for answer, that 
my division was posted at important passes, and, with such 
positive and pressing instructions from your excellency, that 
I dare not remove them without your excellency's express 
orders ; which was also the opinion of my brigadier-generals, 
that it would be extremely hazardous. The last evening, I 
received another letter from him, which I also enclose. It 
needs no comment. I still conceive myself strictly bound by 
your excellency's instructions, and that the importance of this 
post is enhanced by the enemy's having got the possession of 
Port Lee, and thereby secured to themselves the entire navi- 
gation of Hudson's River up to this place. Should the num- 
ber of troops mentioned by General Lee be drawn from this 

39 
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post, there would not be more than four hundred men, ex- 
clusive of the garrisons of the forts, left on this side the 
river. I consider myself as accountable for the post, being so 
expressly instructed by your excellency ; and shall most 
strictly adhere to them until countermanded by your excel- 
lency's orders, or a signification of your excellency's pleasure 
that I am to obey such orders as I shall receive from some 
other my senior officer ; which alone, I think, can warrant a 
departure from my instructions. I wish to know your excel- 
lency's pleasure as soon as agreeable to you, as it may prevent 
altercation and confusion. I beg leave also to acquaint your 
excellency, that the time to which the garrisons of Fort Mont- 
gomery and Constitution are engaged expires (except as to 
three hundred and twenty-eight privates) in six days, as does 
that of General Scott's whole brigade and Colonel Tashe's 
regiment. 

I cannot conclude without observing, that General Lee, in 
his first letter to me, mentions that he has received a recom- 
mendation, not a positive order, to move the corps under his 
command to the other side of the river ; and yet, although he 
did not think it obligatory on himself, in his second letter he 
positively orders me to hold two thousand of my division in 
readiness to march with him across the river, directly con- 
trary to my instructions, extracts of which I had furnished 
him with. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Your excellency's most humble servant, 

W. Heath. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

The following remarkable letter does not appear to 
be referred to in Heath's " Memoirs : " — 

Camp Philipsburg, Nov. 26, 1776. 
Sir, — I perceive that you have formed an opinion to your- 
self, that, should General Washington remove to the Straits 
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of Magellan, the instructions he left with you upon a particu- 
lar occasion have to all intents and purposes invested you with 
a command separate from, and independent of, any other supe- 
rior ; that General Heath and General Lee are merely two 
major-generals, who perhaps ought to hold a friendly inter- 
course with each other, and, when their humor or fancied 
interest prompts, may afford mutual assistance ; but that 
General Heath is by no means to consider himself obliged to 
obey any orders of the second in command. This idea of 
yours, sir, may not only be prejudicial to yourself, but to the 
public. I could wish, sir, before things go any further, you 
would correct the notion. I enjoined you to send two thou- 
sand men over the river, and informed you that I would 
replace them with an equal number. This was the only mode 
in my power of complying with the intentions of the 
general: but it seems your danger was so immense and 
your instructions so positive, that, instead of taking a step 
which both duty and common sense dictated, you are so 
kind as to advise me to send the troops from hence ; the two- 
days' march from hence to Peekskill, and the want of wagons 
with the badness of the roads, making no sort of difference 
But I must inform you, sir, that we could not have been (such 
are our circumstances) in less than five days at Peekskill 
and that five days may turn the fate of an empire. If any 
misfortune should happen from this refusal, you must answer 
for it. If any misfortune had happened to your present post 
by the detachment of those two thousand men from your 
corps, the blame would have fallen upon me. But enough 
on this subject. I shall therefore conclude, that the com- 
mander-in-chief is now separated from us ; that I, of course, 
command on this side the water ; that, for the future, I will 
and must be obeyed. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Charles Lee. 
To Major-General Heath, Peekskill. 
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Mr. Frothingham, in conclusion, complimented the 
donor on the service he had rendered to the cause of 
historical inquiry by making the Society the depository 
of this invaluable collection. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Sparks was unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

Mr. Livermobe presented from Mrs. Abbott Lawrence 
an engraved portrait of her late husband, Hon. Abbott 
Lawrence, executed by Holl, of London, from a picture 
painted by Harding. 

On motion of Mr. Washburn, it was unanimously 
Voted, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to 
Mrs. Abbott Lawrence for her gift of an engraving of 
her late husband, the Hon. Abbott Lawrence, which will 
serve as a pleasing additional memorial of one whom 
they recall as a valued associate ; and that the President 
be requested to communicate this vote to Mrs. Law- 
rence. 

The Special Committee on the communication of Rev. 
Mr. Waddington of England, which was read by Mr. 
Lothrop at the last meeting, presented a report pro- 
posing a plan for aiding Mr. Waddington to bring the 
object of his mission to America properly and fairly 
before the public. The report was accepted; and Messrs. 
Warren and Washburn were added to the Special Com- 
mittee to carry into effect the plan suggested. 



